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Introduction�
our motivation

•  the Web has been transformational

•  we need to understand it
•  anticipate future developments

•  identify opportunities and threats
•  we have established a new discipline: Web Science
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Introduction�
our aims

•  promote and encourage multidisciplinary collaborative research to 
study the development of the Web

•  provide a global forum to enable academia, government and industry 
to understand the scientific, technical and social factors that drive the 
growth of the Web and enable innovation

•  devise curricula for the new discipline of Web Science so as to train 
future generations of Web Scientists
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Introduction�
directors

 the reputations, experience and skills of our 
Directors enables us to work closely alongside 
academia, government, industry and donors to 
realize our aims 
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Where we are �
launch November 06

“Web Science represents a pretty big 
next step in the evolution of information. 
This kind of research is likely to have a 
lot of influence on the next generation 
of researchers, scientists and, most 
importantly, the next generation of 
entrepreneurs who will build new 
companies from this.” 

Dr Eric Schmidt, CEO, Google Inc.

  

“Web Science research is a 
prerequisite to designing and building 
the kinds of complex, human-oriented 
systems that we are after in services 
science.”

Irving Wladawsky-Berger, VP, Technical 
Strategy and Innovation, IBM 
Corporation.
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Governance�
structure

•  scientific council
leaders in their disciplines

•  strategic advisory board
individuals with influence

•  corporate advisory board 
companies committed to Web Science
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Where we are�
WSRI Operational Phases

Phase 1: Nov 06 to Nov 07
 Launched the concept and targeted activities
Phase 2: Dec 07 to Nov 08
 Establish operational base in America and Europe
Phase 3: Dec 08 onwards
 Build a global, multi-partner organization and expand activity base
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vision 

impact 

 Web Science 

technology 

science social 

To create a multi-disciplinary approach to understand how the 
Web will evolve, anticipate issues that will arise and proactively 
address these issues to ensure that the Web remains as a 
positive enabler for our society 

Business Communities Policy Makers Foundations/ 
non-profits 

•  how Research Thought leadership Education 
• Evolution of the web 

– Structure  
– Protocols 
– Social effects 
– Fragmentation 
– Rates of change 

• Applications 
– Education 
– Science 
– Health 
– eGovernment 

   

• Global forum  of 
experts to inform 

• Academia, 
Government, 
Industry 

• Raise awareness, 
lead thinking, 
disseminate 

• Workshops 

• Issue generation 

• Consultancy 

• Conferences 

• Input Sessions 

   

• Web Science 
curriculum 
development at 
undergraduate and 
graduate levels 

• Creation of Web 
Science capabilities 
and talent 

• Role of web in 
innovation 

• Web as  driver for 
development 

   

• Integrated, multi-disciplinary perspective 

• Capacity for new field of Web Science 

• Solutions to anticipated  issues 

• Coordination on a global scale 

   

• Enhanced ways of working 

• Address future talent 
needs 

• Opportunities for 
innovation 

• Ability to share 
information 

• Informed resource 
allocation 

•  Capacity building for 
Social welfare 

• More informed policy 
choices 

•  Broader reach of input 

•  More access 

• Connect resources with 
needs 

• Facilitate social goals 

• Maximize impact 

WSRI- a catalyst for the future web
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What is Web Science?

The Web has been transformational
Largest human information construct

How are we to 
Understand what it is
Develop its engineering
Ensure its social benefit
Develop capacity

This requires a new interdisciplinary field - 
This field we call Web Science
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Self Expression Self Publish

Blog site…Blogosphere…

Spoofing…

Web Science�
Understanding

Blogs 

Citation

•  creative innovation

•  design and engineering
•  the social and the technical

•  interpretation and analysis Trackback
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Web Science is�
interdisciplinary

Physics
Statistical Mechanics

Phase Transitions…

Political Science
Governance

Democratic Mechanisms…
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WSRI Affiliation Activities�

•  WSRI Affiliated Labs (WAL’s)

•  Wider network of Web Science research groups
•  Curriculum  Development

•  WSRI Ambassadors and Evangelists
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WSRI Affiliated Web Science Labs

14

•  Developing a network of Web Science Labs 
around the world

•  Pursuing a coordinated programme of work
•  Research – annual meeting of research 

directors
•  Doctoral Summer Schools
•  Curriculum Development
•  Technology Transfer
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Web Science�
why this matters

•  the Web matters
•  an essential part of humanity
•  understanding the Web is a major challenge 

as big as any other global cause

 


