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Participant information sheet 
Chief Investigator: Giorgos Dritsakis

Please read this information carefully before deciding to take part in this study. If you are happy to participate you will be asked to give your consent.

What is the study about?

The purpose of this study is to validate a questionnaire assessing the music experiences of hearing-impaired adults. The questionnaire has been developed after discussing everyday music experiences and the importance of music in everyday life with adults with cochlear implants in focus groups. Now we would like to test the appropriateness, validity and reliability of the questionnaire with other hearing-impaired adults so that we can use it to measure the effects of music training on music listening and activity. This is a study towards a PhD degree and is funded by the University of Southampton. 

Why have I been chosen?

You have been invited as an adult with a hearing impairment. 

What will happen to me if I take part?

The survey consists of an online questionnaire, the Music-related Quality of Life (MRQoL) questionnaire, which has two parts. You will be asked to fill in the questionnaire anonymously by rating a number of statements on a rating scale. You can fill it in at your own time and place. Please make sure that both parts of the questionnaire are completed before you submit the survey. 

You will receive a link to the questionnaire webpage by email. You will first have to answer an online consent question and then to give some personal information. Please fill in your email address as this is the only way to be entered in the prize draw. You will find detailed instructions before each (part of the) questionnaire. Please read the instructions carefully. The questionnaire consists of a number of statements describing everyday music listening activities. You will be asked to rate these statements on a rating scale according to how much you agree or disagree with them. If you find that a question does not apply to you for some reason, you will be asked to explain why. You can withdraw from the study at any point. There is also the option to fill in the questionnaire in paper. If you would like the questionnaire to be posted to you please contact me using any of the contact details that you will find at the bottom of this letter.
Are there any benefits in my taking part?

This questionnaire assesses how hearing-impaired adults experience music in everyday life. By completing this questionnaire you will be able to know to what extent you are involved with the aspects of music that are relevant with quality of life and find out the importance of music for your life. In addition, your feedback will help us validate a questionnaire that may be used to measure the effects of a music training programme on everyday music listening and activity. You will be entered into a draw for one of three £20 Amazon vouchers for your participation. There are unlikely to be any other benefits. 

Are there any risks involved?

There are unlikely to be any risks involved apart from the time needed to complete the study. Ethical review of the study has been carried out by the Northampton Ethics Research Committee. 

Will my participation be confidential?

The data collected during the study will be anonymised and will only be used for research purposes. Any personal information collected during the study, e.g. email address, postal details, will only be used for resending the survey, matching the responses and for payment purposes. No personal information will be used for research purposes. 

What happens if I change my mind?

You can withdraw from the study at any time. This will not have any consequences and you will not be contacted again for the same study.
What happens if something goes wrong?
In the unlikely case of concern or complaint, please contact: 

Diana Galpin
Head of IP Contracts and Policy
University of Southampton 

Email rgoinfo@soton.ac.uk
Where can I get more information?

If you would like further information about the online survey, please contact:

	Mr. Giorgos Dritsakis

ISVR, University of Southampton

Highfield, Southampton SO17 1BJ

Tel. 02380599592 

Email: gd1y12@soton.ac.uk
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