
Creative commons, open source, open movements

Intellectual property is work that you have created that is unique and you have legal rights to
those works. Copyright licenses can be used to restrict modification and distribution of such works,
it  is  given to  the  author  upon publication  of  the  work but  can  be  sold  or  licensed.  Owning a
copyright gives you the exclusive rights to the work which means it is illegal for anyone without it
to copy, lend/rent, display/perform, or adapt the work in any way. In software, sale of software is a
form of licensing the copyright as it gives the user the right to store the program on a personal
machine (considered a form of copying). 

Creative Commons is an organisation which provides multiple types of licenses to people
who want to share work with limited restrictions on its use, these are much less strict than copyright
and are  highly  flexible,  and can  be  combined to  suit  the  work  and desires  of  the  author.  For
software, there is the 

Open Source Initiative which is another organisation dedicated to reviewing and approving
licenses that follow an Open Source Definition. It has a set of criteria that must be met in order to
apply an open source license.


