The UK Professional Standards Framework: applying it to support for international students
Activity 2: Exploring Action Research

Portfolio Activity: (Print this out and add it to your Portfolio)

Many texts discussing action research talk about it as being ‘cyclical or spiral’. The implication is that this is a never ending reiterative process wherein evaluation of the effectiveness of previous activities such as developing new courses or materials – together with an ongoing process of keeping up-to-date with wider professional developments – leads to amendments of future courses, which then themselves will be evaluated to produce refined ideas for further course design.  Look at the 6 areas of activity from the Professional Standards framework:

· Design and planning of learning activities and/or programmes of study

· Teaching and/or supporting student learning

· Assessment and giving feedback to learners

· Developing effective environments and student support and guidance

· Integration of scholarship, research and professional activities with teaching and supporting learning

· Evaluation of practice and continuing professional development

The UK Professional Standards Framework
http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/documents/Agendaitem6_Standardsfinal.pdf
Referring to your own work, can you create a diagrammatic representation (which does not have to be a cycle or a spiral) which reflects your own continuing professional development concerning supporting international students? This may include both actual and intended activities.
