	  Question 1 
	  Multiple Choice 

	 
	Can you remember which exam board you studied at A-level? 
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Answers
Percent Answered
AQA 

0%

Edexcel 

0%

Edexcel Nuffield 

0%

OCR 

57.143%

OCR Salters 

28.571%

WJEC 

0%

CCEA 

0%

I either did something else or I can't remember. 

14.286%

Unanswered
0%
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  Question 2 
	  Multiple Choice 

	 
	Which option below best describes the material you were taught in the first few weeks. 
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Answers
Percent Answered
I'd done it all at A-level. 

14.286%

I'd done quite a bit of it at A-level. 

71.429%

I hadn't done much of it at A-level. 

14.286%

I hadn't done any of it at A-level. 

0%

Unanswered
0%
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  Question 3 
	  Multiple Choice 

	 
	Which option best describes how you felt about the work you did in the first few weeks? 
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Answers
Percent Answered
I found it very easy. 

0%

Most of it was fairly easy. 

85.714%

Most of it was fairly difficult. 

14.286%

I found it very difficult. 

0%

Unanswered
0%
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  Question 4 
	  Essay 

	 
	What thing were you most concerned/worried about before you came to Southampton? (This is meant to be about the subject rather than leaving home/becoming an undergrad) 
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Unanswered Responses 

0

Given Answers
That I would find it really hard and not understand the material.

Mostly how hard the course would be and not knowing anyone. Typical University stuff really.

I was worried that I would have forgotten a lot of A' Level stuff that would be taken as given in lectures here.  This turned out to be needless since in the first few weeks the lecturers basicly went over most of A' Level again!

That I would be awful at labs and not be able to manage my time properly. I was also afraid if I chose chemistry because I liked my teacher at A level and not because I liekd the subject itself.

I was worried about the level of the practicals seeing as A Level was pretty basic (ie: all the new equipment and techniques)

I was quite worried about coping with the workload and syllubus as I had not done A-levels.Furthermore,I hadn't done alot of practicals or written many lab reports before this so I was quite uncertain if I would be able to use the apparatus correctly or follow what the other students would be learning during the lab sessions.

That i would not find it as interesting as i had hoped.
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  Question 5 
	  Essay 
	  

	 
	How did you cope with the things you were worried about? Did you just get over them on your own, or did someone help you? 
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Unanswered Responses 

0

Given Answers
Lab report wise I didn't really get over it as I had no idea what I was doing and nobody helped me really. There was absolutely no feedback whatsoever and I really hated that. I really enjoyed the course though so there were no worries about that as I actually got to university.

Talked to my boyfriend and friends at home.

Luckily, the practical booklets explained things very well, as did the demonstrators. They didn't try and throw us in at the deep end!

At first,I tred to handle it on my own but eventually,I went to see my academic lecturers and personal tutor which was extremely useful because I find that the staff here are always concerned about my well being and willing to lend a hand.

The things that i worried about never really surfaced so there was nothing to get over.

Had a close group of friends after the 4th week who were all on exactly the same course so we helped each other through.

As before, the lecturers and the lecture course itself were very helpful here in that they went over all the hard stuff from A' Level first to make sure we all had the same level of basics.
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  Question 6 
	  Essay 

	 
	What could the chemistry department do to help make things easier for new undergrads?   Only answer this one if you think of something new that isn't listed below. Things we've already suggested are:

- Website with key info (see later) to access in September.

- Course breakdown.

- A week in the life - outline of what a typical week is like for a first year chemist.

- Survey of A-level knowledge required for first year course + online self-study units to help people revis/fill in the gaps in their knowledge.

- Practical induction course.

- Glossary of key terms (e.g. what actually is acetone?!)
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Unanswered Responses 

5

Given Answers
Maybe you could provide some information about career possibilities with a Chemistry degree.I think alot of students would be more confident comitting themselves to the course if they have a clearer picture of what they can do with a Chemistry degree.And I also think it would be helpful to let them know that studying chemistry doesn't mean that they are limitted to working in labs or going into the education sector but conversely,provides a wide range of options outside the scientific field as well.

Keep the parent scheme - its always good to know someone whos been here longer than you who can give advice.
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  Question 7 
	  Essay 

	 
	Perhaps you can help me out with some questions I've already had from next year's undergrads:

a) How many hours study do people do on average outside of lectures?

b) How many hours study should people do outside of lectures?

c) Are the homeworks and exams with the maths for chemists workshops?

d) how many inclass tests have you done (are they at the end of every lecture course?)

Any answers you can give to these would be helpful!
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Unanswered Responses 

0

Given Answers
a) ... ... ... It takes on average three hours to do a lab report properly.  There may be one or two of these a week depending on which lab you're in.  A week is always given to complete them, but it's always better to do these within a couple of days so you can remember what you did.  I did maths courses, homework on average 1-2hrs a week.  I don't think I did any other work outside of lectures.

b) THEORETICALLY: One hour of self study for every hour of lecturer time (approx 14hr/wk in the first semester)

PRACTICALLY: At the beginning of the year the standard text books are useless (or near enough) so most people don't do much.  Besides, as a fresher there are pleanty of better things to be doing than figuring out mechanisms for organic chem!

c) I have no idea if they have homeworks, I never went to one (Those with A/B at A' Level Mathematics or who are studying MATH1008/MATH1009 are not required to attend) They do have courseworks, two in a year, plus an exam at the end of the year.  However, they replaced the exam with another piece of coursework this year.  These aren't too hard but you loose LOTS of marks if you don't carry the units through the whole equation.

d) Two per unit (if you count CHEM1018 as three units, which for all intents and purposes, it is)

a) not many, approx 2hours/lab write up (2 a week) + a little for option homework and note reading (1hour a week)

b) I don't really know, probably a couple of hours reading text books/ course notes not just 1hour and lab write ups

c) I didn't go to the maths workshops as they are only compulsory for those with less than a B in A Level maths.

d) Tend to have 1 in the middle of each lecture course and sometimes one at the end as well. In total over the year 8 i think.

a) Not very many! Only when I had workshops or tutorials to complete. b)I think people should try and do an extra hour a day. This is why I will be trying to achieve next year! c)There's no homework with the maths workshops except for the 3 maths assignments (Christmas, Easter, and just before exams). I believe they've now dropped the maths exam in favour of the assignment. d) I've done 12 in class tests. 4 for each area of chemistry. They are placed in the middle and near the end of each course in each semester.

a) In the first year I spent no time going over my lecture notes and reading up stuff. I did when I was revising but not during the course. If I did any work outside lectures it was lab reports and thats it. You do most of your work in lectures and workshops.

b) I just think you should probably read over your notes again after a lecture just to make sure they make sense. Then read the text they recommend. This shouldnt take too long though sometimes the text they recommend is 20 pages long when only about 2 are useful.

c) There are no homeworks for the maths for chemists workshops but every term you get a piece of coursework to do. This counts towards your Practical Unit mark and you do it over christmas, easter and then you have 2 weeks in the summer term sometime. To be honest I did maths a level and got an A and I went to one workshop the whole year and found it useless. But thats just my opinion.

d) You do 2 for each of organic, inorganic and physical each semester and each costs 5% each. So in total 30% of your first unit is in class tests and then 10% for each unit in the second semester. In class tests are little multiple choice tests that dont really count much so dont get too worried about them.

a) most people dont do very many, but i do around 1-2 per week on each subject.
b) a lot more, read around the subject
c) there are take home courseworks and one exam normally
d)2 per subject

a) Probably about 5

b) More than 5, though this varies with the course

c) There are no exams, no homework, however you will get 3 short assignments to do.

d) I've done 16 in-class tests for 9 modules so far. Each modue has 1 or 2 in class tests and these are usually half way through and towards the end of the course.

a) I'm not too sure but I think ranging from 5-10 hours a week

b) Depends on how well you grasp new concepts.For an average student,I would suggest 10 hours a week.

c)Yes

d) We have in-class tests schedules every 6 weeks.About 2 tests for each core unit every semester.
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  Question 8 
	  Essay 
	  

	 
	Now I need some quotes for the website.  The next few questions relate to that.  Try to think about what would've been good for you to have heard before you came to Southampton.

a) What sort of welcome did you feel like you got from the chemistry staff?
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Unanswered Responses 

0

Given Answers
very friendly, but still very daunting

The staff were very welcoming! I've yet to meet someone who wants to be addressed as 'Dr' or 'Professor', you don't feel like a lowly student. I found all the staff very approachable.

The staff are all very kind and welcoming, very approachable and lecturers are very good at giving you their time (even if you have to run after them to get their attention!).

a) Chemistry staff were friendly on the whole. Lab technicians are very forgiving and patient which is always good. Lecturers were also sympathetic to first years (ie didnt throw you in the deep end). Also my personal tutor was friendly so overall a good welcome.

The chemistry staff were absolutely fantastic at welcoming me. I found them really helpful and kind on the open days and they all want to help you. You do something in Freshers Week that the staff call Pipelines. This is a few hours of team building exercises that you do that seem incredibly stupid at the time but actually were quite fun when you looked back on it. It meant that you met all the lecturers in an informal sense and many of them kept that informality throughout lectures, workshops and labs. The staff were probably the deciding factor on making me want to come to Southampton.

a) The chemistry staff have been extremely warm and welcoming since day 1.They genuinely care about our academic progress and are always willing to lend a hand.All you need to do is ask :)

I still find it strange that every chemistry lecturer seems to recognise everyone, and will say hello to you in passing, even if you sit at the back and don't say a word! It's amazing how many faces they remember.




	[image: image16.png]


  Question 9 
	  Essay 

	 
	Try to think about what would've been good for you to have heard before you came to Southampton. 

b) How do you rate the quality of the teaching in the department?
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Unanswered Responses 

0

Given Answers
The teaching is great, but what makes it special is that you can drop in on any lecturer whenever they're around, and they drop everything to help you.

On a scale of 1 to 10,I would rate 7.The workshops are helpful and the lectures are alright but there's always room for improvement.

The quality of teaching in the department on the whole is of a very high standard. The lectures as a rule are very good, clear and interesting to listen to. The teaching support (ie Workshops) are also very useful for making you use what you've learnt in lectures which helps you to remember the course itself.

I think it's great. Workshops are held by the lecturers you have so you can really ask specific things about the course. You can book an appointment to see any lecturer if you want.

The quality of teaching overall has been very good. As in all teaching there is naturally some lecturers that wouldnt be given the A* but then they are made up for by other fantastic teachers who are all willing to help you in any area that you are wanting help with.

I have found the quality of teaching to be very good. It really depends on lecturer to lecturer as obviously some are better than others. They all are very kind and open to suggestions on how to improve their lecturing. In the WDF we said that we didnt really like being given out powerpoints and preferred to make our own notes and lecturers changed to compensate for that. Obviously you will get lecturers that are  more enthusiastic about research and so dont put as much effort into lecturing. This happens but you manage to deal with it.

The teaching is amazing, you do get a few bad ones, but most of them are incredible and really approachable
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  Question 10 
	  Essay 
	  

	 
	Try to think about what would've been good for you to have heard before you came to Southampton. 

c) How do you rate the quality of the facilities (labs, lecture theatres, equipment, PCs) in the department?
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Unanswered Responses 

0

Given Answers
The labs are very very nice. Organic is brand new and its pretty obvious. I really liked it how they let you use the IR scanner in your first few weeks of labs. This was very unexpected as I guessed you gave your sample to a post-grad and they would do it but they actually get you to do the tests and use the machines yourself. The lecture theatres are nice and comfy and most lecturers use the OHP or powerpoint in some way. There is a lot of computer usage and you can get most of the notes off blackboard. The computer room may not have flat screen PCs and whatnot but you dont need it. What you need are computers that work and thats what the chemistry department has.

The labs are better than any others that I saw while I was looking around. They are really easy to work in and not so scary once you get used to them.

Computers are everywhere! I'm sat in the café and I'm at a PC!!! As for the lecture theatres, we only see one in chemistry, and they're functional.  There's nothing much special about them.  The labs are great! You end up getting to know your lab groups really well.

Honestly,I have to say that the facilities impressed me.The ISS station in the computer labs are efficient and up to date and the lab facilities are well maintained.

The labs are good. You get your own equipment at the beginning of each rotation so everyone always has enough equipment and theres plenty of space to work in. The equipment is all either new or in good working order so the labs are good.

The lecture theatres have seats and there is always plenty of space - what more do you need?

The equipment and PC's are all readily available and are very useful.

After being at school the labs at uni seemed fantastic. Really modern and organised. It's great having all our lectures in the main chemistry theatre as it's easy to find and there is a meeting area outside it.

I have absolutely no complaints with the quality of faciliteis in the department. They have everything that you need and are at a good standard. The labs are excellent as they have recently been refurbished. The only thing i would say is that you have to buy printing credits to print anything in university buildings so a cheap printer (Asda £20!!) can be very useful. (prining credits aren't expensive just a hassle!)
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  Question 11 
	  Essay 
	  

	 
	Try to think about what would've been good for you to have heard before you came to Southampton. 

d) If you could say one thing to a new student to make them feel better about coming to study chemistry at Southampton, what would it be?
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Unanswered Responses 

0

Given Answers
I have felt extremely welcome here and within the first few weeks i felt an integrated part of the department and not just a Fresher. Wherever you choose to go it is there that will become your second home for the next few years, i'm very glad that i chose Southampton because the people the atmosphere and the new life are all that i hoped they would be.

Southampton has a great sense of family, even though you arrive knowing no one, you won't go through any trouble on your own.

Don't panic in the first few weeks! Just get to know everyone and you'll soon find yourself in the rhythm of Uni life.

Studying chemistry in Southampton is exactly how I expected it to be.It can be tough at times but there are also many gratifying moments.

Southampton is the best place you can come to for chemistry, the facilities are amazing and lots of opportunities open by coming here!

Though it may not seem like it, everyone knows as much as you do and is in exactly the same position as you. You will have settled in before you know it so enjoy it - the first year seems to go very fast. 

The lecturers are really good. The lecturers are very approachable. Everyone is in the same situation and you will make friends. The southampton chemistry degree is looked upon well by industry. The southampton degree allows the flexibility of doing 1 year, 6 month or no placement. The labs are fun most of the time. Southampton is a nice place to live. 

I know I said several but you can pick any of the above.
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  Question 12 
	  Essay 
	  

	 
	Try to think about what would've been good for you to have heard before you came to Southampton. 

e) Is there anything else you'd like to say that you think would be useful for the website for new students?
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Unanswered Responses 

2

Given Answers
Everyone is in the same situation as you so dont worry about making friends. University is fantastic and Chemistry is a very satisfying course. The first year doesn't count so go out and have fun!

Don't be afraid to ask for help from other students in the chemistry department as well as lecturers!

Don't get to stressed about exams or in-class tests. In the first year all you have to do is pass!

Nope.I think this survey has covered everything.

Get many passport size photographs! The uni hasn't yet linked all of its services so they need about six ...
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  Question 13 
	  Essay 
	  

	 
	Is there anything else you would like to suggest or add that might help me to create a useful resource for new undergrads?

Thanks for your time!
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Unanswered Responses 

3

Given Answers
A forum, so they can chat to one another.

Cant think of anything else - think you've got it all covered.

I can't remember what your doing with the website but I think the most useful things to have are:

a) someone's standard timetable.

b) a list of modules and what you will be studying.

c) a map of the building.

Hope this helps and Ill see you on tuesday in my sexy labcoat and specs :)

I would have liked to be able to communicate with other freshers... Would it be possible to have some kind of internet forum for freshers? I've already found a couple on facebook! There's free forum software out there and I'd be happy to manage it.




