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Workshop Discussion Forum    

Summary of student responses
1) The Transition from School-to-University
What were the strengths and weaknesses of the induction that we ran in the School in October? Justify your answer

Strengths

· Familiarisation with surroundings.
· Parenting scheme useful (depending on parents!).
· Team activities well planned.
· Good explanation of course structure.
· Got to meet lots of people and got to know them.
· Good to see the labs.
· Eased us in, rather than ‘in at the deep end’.
Weaknesses
· No library tour

· Too long – should be one day instead of two.
· Clashed with Freshers Fair (BAD NEWS!).
· Ice-breaker not very helpful (felt like primary school).
· Lab induction was ‘just another lab tour’.
· Mock lectures weren’t very realistic.
· Induction talks uninteresting – whole thing was too slow.
What would you add to the induction programme and how would you recommend we deliver it?

· More emphasis on progression criteria.
· Inter-family competitions.
· A proper team-building day (like 2nd year).
· Remove some talks (e.g. plagiarism).
· More group stuff.
· Co-ordinate things with Freshers Week.
2) Teaching

What are your views of the benefits and disadvantages of zappers?

Benefits:




Disadvantages:
	· See how many people are struggling/comparison with others.

· Tests knowledge

· Good for test feedback
· Anonymous feedback

· A break from lecturing

· Fun/Interactive
	· 
Don’t learn with them (unless explanations are given)

· Overuse (DR – disagree!)
· Waste of time when not organised properly

· Sometimes unnecessary

· Too slow

· Shouldn’t just be David (!)


How useful is the personalised feedback system for in-class test (using zappers to poll answers)? Has this feedback helped you to improve your performance?

· Very good – as long as explanations of answers are included.
· Very useful – helpful to improve.
· Good that the correct answers are written in the feedback.
· Showed strengths and weaknesses.
· Fairly useful, but a general feedback would do as well. The average is useful to know, though.
· Pointless doing on paper and using zappers (DR – this is a necessity for these tests. The students have misunderstood this).
· Good when answers are explained – not helpful if it just says ‘wrong’.
· Quicker to just put answers on Blackboard & let us see what we got right ourselves.
Would you make any changes to the way that zappers have been used this year?

· Less often in tests – need more practice with written questions.
· Should frequently have a poll of whether or not people understand a topic and provide support for those that don’t.
· Use more as recap/revision to lecture: helps lecturer to see how much was learnt.
· Feedback for every session.
· Use them to check understanding of topics throughout lectures.
· Need to be used more effectively for course material.
· Lecturers could integrate them more within the lectures.
· Don’t use them in the middle of double lectures.
How useful have you found the resources on Blackboard? Please comment on these examples:

Practice inorganic quiz questions (CHEM1006):

· Really good – big variety.
· Tests knowledge.
· Revises certain topics well.
· Good that lecturers can monitor usage.
· Used lots for revision.
· Some answers were wrong.
· More feedback needed.
Video on answering exam style questions (CHEM1006):

· Explained how much was needed to answer the questions: v.good to have this.
· Good – only real thing on exam technique.
· Most useful thing on Blackboard, but a bit dull.
· Helpful – some of the points weren’t obvious to make, but now I know what to do.
· Very useful.
· Written document would’ve been just as useful.
· Would be useful to have this for more general questions.
Other:
· Very little info on organic chemistry (Sem 2).
· Some form of lecture notes/guidance for organic.
· Use the Gradebook more for tracking purposes.

· Malcolm Levitt’s quiz questions quite useful.

· Inorganic had lots of useful resources.

· Sometimes hard to read material written on Tablet PCs.

Do you have suggestions for improving the way that Blackboard is used in Year 1, or for any new learning resources?

· More Blackboard quizzes for physical and organic.
· Notify us when new resources are added to Blackboard so we know when to look.
· More past papers and an indication of when questions are no longer on the syllabus.
· Put less material up in sem 2 to ease the transition to Y2

3) Pre-labs
Do they help you to prepare for practicals? Please explain your answer (whether it is yes or no!).

· YES! Gave us confidence in the lab.
· Definitely helpful – sped up labs.

· Allowed us to see the equipment being used and identify what it was.

· Good resources giving a reason to prepare for practical methods.

· Generally quite useful (but don’t need a talk in the lab as well).

· Particularly helpful in sem 1 when everything was new and scary.

· Really useful – makes you read the script and tells you exactly what’s being made.

Do the videos help you to perform lab techniques correctly? Please explain your answer (whether it is yes or no!).

· YES! You’ve seen someone doing it before you do it yourself.

· Helps us to understand the script better.

· Practical videos showing techniques are a lot more useful than the theoretical ones.

· Yes, close up clips allow you to see the model way of setting something up.
· Means you worry less about what to do.

· Acted as a useful reminder in Sem 2.

· Good explanations of why things are used and done in certain ways.

· Sometimes the organic videos are tedious and slow.

· Should co-ordinate between sections to avoid duplication/different approaches to the same technique.

The pre-labs count 10% towards your mark for the lab course. Should this be changed? (explain your answer)

· All pre-labs should count – people would be less inclined to do them otherwise.
· 10% is a good incentive for doing them.

· No change required.

· Yes, but the questions should be more uniform in difficulty.
How could the pre-labs be improved?

· Include more underlying theory.

· Shorten the organic videos.

· Physical videos not so good, test not relevant.

· Should be able to backtrack in the test.

· Easier to do one pre-lab per week.

· Physical should be more specific to the experiment.

· Show how lab reports are meant to be written.

· Make sure postgrads know what they are doing (& speak English).

· Fewer questions on lab practice.

· Organic pre-labs should be more direct – don’t repeat the same thing at the lab session (wastes 30 mins).

· Reduce repetition of questions on physical pre-labs & make it more relevant to the practical.

· Some pre-labs could be shortened and irrelevant questions could be cut out.

· Deadline should be later rather than midnight the night before.

· Some questions very difficult.

· More techniques videos.
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