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Encouraging Students’ Academic Integrity
Samuel Leung
School of Geography
Plagiarism is currently a serious concern in academia, driven by a ‘cut-and-paste’ mentality among students. However, most students arriving at university are either unaware of the need to cite resources or do not know how to do so, perhaps because their home countries have a different educational culture.
The School of Geography runs a module taken by all first-year students, GEOG1007 Geography Core Skills. It is also used in an ad-hoc fashion to cover students from other schools taking L2 modules. In addition to discipline-specific skills, it includes a section on citation and academic integrity. The aim is to develop their academic skills so that they do not inadvertently plagiarise by failing to cite their sources correctly. 
Detailed guidance is provided on how to cite various types of resource (e.g. books, journals, internet) using the Harvard system and real geographical examples. The materials also emphasise the positive benefits of academic integrity, as well as ensuring that students understand the penalties for plagiarism. 
Every student is required to get 100% in the online test on academic integrity, but they can take the test as many times as required. Before they can take the test they need to click a button to confirm that they have read and understood the University’s statement on academic integrity. This combination means that the School has firm evidence that every student ‘knows the rules’.
Some L2 and L3 modules use the Turnitin plagiarism detection service. Students are encouraged to upload drafts of their work and use the feedback provided by Turnitin to add any missing citations before final submission of the assignment. In theory, a student could paraphrase copied text until Turnitin saw it as ‘original’ but the effort required works against a lazy ‘cut-and-paste’ style.
Tutors download the assignments directly from Turnitin and do not use Blackboard’s Digital Drop Box or Assignment features, which also enable online submission of assignments. Most tutors prefer to print out and mark the assignments, although on-screen marking is possible.
The use of detailed guidance and an online test has also been successfully adopted by the School of Engineering Sciences and the School of Ocean and Earth Sciences. SOES simply adapted the examples and test to use sources relevant to its students, while SES needed to do more work as they use a different (numeric) referencing system and needed additional criteria for citing formulae.

If you are interested in using this system in your own school, please contact LATEU who can show you how it works in practice and can work with you to implement it.
Technical Details

The test is implemented as two Blackboard quizzes:

The first has a single question which presents the University’s Academic Integrity Statement and simply asks the student if they have read and understood it. Submitting the answer ‘yes’ is all that is required to score 100%.
Blackboard’s ‘adaptive release’ feature is then used to make the second test available to that student. They must answer every question and aim for a 100% score. If they get any wrong, the feedback indicates the question, but not the correct answer. They can retake the test but must answer every question again.
There are reports that some students choose to work in a group in a computer cluster and answer the questions together. It could be argued that their discussion of the correct answers is as valid a learning method as individual self-study.
The questions are available as a Blackboard ‘question pool’ that is easy to import and then edit.

